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Getting Rid of Graft 
Some Observations 


By J. C. 


T h e front pap** article in August 
number, ii”der “ Burdensome 
Taxa­ 
tio n ” . rn ah- 
some s tro n g sta te m e n ts . 
V. ¥ hnv 
many benefits from taxa­ 
tion. 
< (insider 
the 
thousands 
of 
miles of io. Is, the bridges, harbors, 
and much else. 
Compulsory taxation 
v ould not have been necessary to 
piovide t < funds for these, could the 
people hr*ve been assured no graft or 
waste would have 
been 
connected 
with the building. 
Ko on" know 
ju t w ha* percent of 
our 
iu bl ic money is wasted, or paid 
to grafters. To say thr.t 50 per cent 
< ; if may 'n* a <•• narrative « stimate. 
To check thi3 waste, or worse than 
waste, o' pub!* 
money, and t<» check 
the gr WI g inclination of officials 
for more power, should now ne the 
greatest concern of the people. 
I 
bel o\ • a 
rustic change in the meth­ 
ods of ! 
m Hating and electing 
of- 
fi' ials is necessary. 
A lucky step it would be. could we 
rid cee.I in 
exchanging the 
present 
hordes o*’ officials, wished on us bv 
the damnable patronage system, for* 
the I*.ally necessary number of pub­ 
lic servants to c a r n ' on the public 
sol .ic * d mnndcd by the people. This 
would Ire nearing genuine democracy. 
Another front page article in the 
August number criticises ‘‘Humani­ 
ty" for condemning tho profit sys­ 
tem. 
The editor of "Humanity” and 
Iii 
critic mere y have different def­ 
initions of the word “ profit”. 
To a 
good many now* it is a synonym for 
the word “loot ". 
“ Busine s" ordinarily consists in 
tho distribution of goods or material. 
Such distribution is useful work, and 
like farming, it requires capital, ('er­ 
in,nly the besin* ss man, no less than 
the fanner, is entitled to a fair liv­ 
ing for his time and investment. The 
earnings of an hor* st business man, 
or of a farmer, deserve a better name 
than “profits”. We should leave that 
word for the take-in of shady busi­ 
ness. 
One cf the things That every honest 
man and every honest paper should 
do i 
help to counteract tho idea so 
p* rsistcntlv taught by the profiteers, 
grafter* and chain of mighty papers, 
that great blain 
hould be rewarded 
by irreal wraith, at the expense of 
those vl-o produce all wealth, 
the 
pi educt ive. workers. 
I think it would 
be cliff: lit to 
name 
any 
really 
blame man, of material usefulness to 
th 
world, who has cared about ac­ 
cumulating great wealth. 
The failure of big-salaried men to 
render us efficient and honest public 
e . ice ha . es’ii*. I in quite a general 
demand fen a drastic * ut in all sal- 
ai ie*2 paid * ut of the public treasury. 
Fem- hundred dol 
rs a day which 
A about what the 
’resident draws, 
* anting all his * xtJ s, is rati* r high 
for 
fishing 
and 
fixing 
political 
fences. 


COONS 


A system in which every citiz**: 
shall have opportunity for a voice in 
directing the public service of his pre­ 
cinct, of the larger political units in 
which br* lives, and <*f the ii ition. — 
nothing less than this car. be tone t h ­ 
ralled democracy. 
Such a system, raising the interest 
mid responsibility of ever** individu­ 
al, would inevitably raise t ie stan­ 
dard of intel1 igence, citizens lip. civ­ 
ilization. 


I will not e x p r e s s my own opinion 
on this question until Mr. Wallace, 
Seer tare of Agriculture, g i w s us hi 
answer. 
Remember Mr. WAH a ce is 
high authority, and if you < >n’t lis­ 
ten to my opinion maybe you will 
ll ten to his. 
Recently he made a 
speech to an Iowa Democratic Con­ 
vention. 
He is quoted as saying so ne very 
disparaging things about Ea~ em Re­ 
publicans. 
He sa>s: “ lf the Iowa Re­ 
publicans knew what the Eaetern Re­ 
publicans who control 
their 
party 
really stand for they would change 
over and become Democrats tomor­ 
row. 
Most of the Republica! s in po­ 
sition and power have no rea use for 
either farmers or workers, except so 
fat as their votes are conc* md. 
“ Most o f them have no USI for our 
present Farm Program or am other 
Farm Program which woul i really 
work. 
They ate interested primarily 
in getting a larger share of the Na­ 
tional income. At best they [relieve 
that by putting capital on the :r backs 
prosperity cen be created, not only 
for big business, but for farmers and 
w orkers as well. 
“This is the famous ‘trick Ie-down’ 
theory of the past. 
The control and 
money of the Republican Party, are 
today so located as to make it impos­ 
sible for anyone connected v ith tha* 
party, no matter how fire In 
char­ 
acter, to put into action on a Nation­ 
al scale a program of 
justice 
fur 
fainters and workers. 
“The big money control of that 
party does not know and eiocs not 


It developes that F. D. has con­ 
tracted what may be known in futrn*1 
years among the moie fatal diseases 
es “ Advocacy 
Complex”. Th** pro- 
i urination of this new disease should 
* ress the second syllable, th. chang** 
I ring ma le to 
bettor rhyme with 
Democracy, which induces tie* germs 
to more easily naturalize, ai ii be as- 
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H r n r y Ford. 
“ He was bion on 
a farm 
near 
Dearborn, Mich., and at the age of 12 
was loft motherless. 
“Henry went to school until hi* was 
15, but worked on the farm after 
school hour*. At 16 he could no long- 
e r tolerate farm work. 
He went to 
Detroit and apprenticed himself to a 
ma ’bine shop at a w * ekly wage of 
>2 .up. His boar I and lodging cost him 
>1.50 a week. To make up the dif- 


care anything about 
farmers 
and 
workers. 
Th is has been proven again 
and again in * < ingress when Demo- 
cr:**s replated!’.- supported farm and 
labor Legislation three to one, whete- 
a . tiiu Republic ans have opposed ag- 
r 'ih'ir ti I.eg, 
ti on by 4 t * I votes, 
and opposed labor Legislation either 
bv outright opposition or tactics of 
ohs* ruction. 


‘ Many fine republican- do not re­ 
alize this. 
Republicans and most big 
* iciness men arc 
interested, 
first, 
last and all the time in small Federal 
income tax* < and a 
weak 
F ederal 
Government. 
During the *20s when 
Republicans were in power, income 
taxes we re reduced many times and 
taxes on farm and city property were 
* tead’ly increased. 
“( .tpital was in a fool’s paradise 
for its income wa- increased 50 A be­ 
tween DJ23 
and 
1029, while 
the 
farm r.-’ incur,* increased only 4 A . 
Aith th. 
weight and brain of a Dino- 
iur, 
the 
reactionary 
Republican 
I a der sh in clings to the past ana won- 
d* is what has become of the succu- 
• at 
herbage en 
which it 
used to 
feast.** 
This is ?)" fine for Mr. Wallace, 
but he should have observed also that 
what he rnvs about leading Republi­ 
c a ? 
appl; *5 psst a 
well to many 
• ’ ii’ . 
t'1= 
On rn* st finan­ 
er a I ques*ions, the party leaders vote 
together.and th is thwart real remed­ 
ial rn* a lire- tn it favor fanners and 
workers. 
The rank and file of both 
old parties should realize this 
and 
vote accordingly. 


milj ‘ed wit*- less disturbance in*© 
the system intl which *t is inoculated, 
a 1*.rig v ith other much heralded in- 
nocuousies. 
In fact we r ly safely say that the 
f**rm 
u 
<b.\ 
timer* h a / been so 
diane cd by th 
Sockacy Party, and 
its sub* a’-i* •. t „• Talkacy Party that 
(Continued on last mure.) 
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faience he worked from 7 to l l in 
thi evening for a je weler, for which 
he received 12 a week. 
“Ade r a year (when he was IT) 
he went from the machine shop to an 
* rigilie shop to learn somethi: g of the 
building ct engines. Later he secured 
a ,ob with the Detroit Edison Com­ 
par* as an engineer and machinist. 
“ He n*t up a shop in a shed in the 
rear of his homo. After work hour# 
he worked on the building of a gaso- 
lir u motoi car, which he completed 
in 1892. This was the beginning of 
the tamou- Ford industries. 
“Once a poor fanner lad— Henry 
th rough his marvelous porsfp- 
verance, beearn.* ore of the richest 
men 
in 
the 
world”.— Health * 
Wealth, August. 1938, P. 108. 
I h o s e D a y s Are G o n e . 
The case of Henry Ford is similar 
to that of a multitude of men in 
'his country in the past, except that 
i-1 ne hit a plan that piled up money 
as Ford’s plan did. 
But those good old days of liberty 
and Prosperity arc gone forever in 
*bi. country. Government control has 
been so widely exrended, and taxes 
now eat 
up so 
fast the p rofit of 
vour labor, that it wall take you a 
ong, long time to accumulate enough 
to make you economically indepen­ 
dent. In fact, if the government is 
able to 
carry out 
its scheme of 
“planned 
economy”, you will never 
see the day when you will be econom­ 
i c a l independent. 
WH ich Matter. 
“ Of course, if the people must de­ 
cide- between the 
concentration of 
eel mimic power in the hands of a 
lev 
individuals or its concentration 
in the government, they will take the 
government," observes Roosevelt. 
fhat is not a choice between two 
situations. It is the same situation 
in both instances, tu t with a choice 
between two master . And the speak­ 
er assumed that in such a case, the 
people would choose the government. 
A hat makes a government despot­ 
ic? Power. The more power it has, 
the more despotic 
it is. Economic 
power concentrated in the govern­ 
ment is de>poti. rn. The head of such 
a government is a despot. 
It was the concentration of eco­ 
nomic power in the government of 
Europe that drove the Pilgrim Fath­ 
ers to a wild and wooly land. 
It was 
despotism that ruined sunny Spain. 
It is despotism that will eventually 
ruin the I nited States. And we are 
on the way now. 
While economic power is controlled 
by the business world, although di­ 
rected by only a few individuals, you 
still have the liberty to choose from 
whom you will buy; or you may re­ 
fuse to buy at all, and 
save $ >ur 
money. 
When economic power is con *en- 
trated in the government, s *e w tut 
(Continued on last page.) 
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Advocacy Complex 


